
News from the Gardens 

From Barry Tylee, FoWHG’s chairman 

 

As many of you will have seen, after a very wet winter and now a very hot dry 

summer, we have made progress with the Peace Walk.  We have obtained a grant 

from South Yorkshire’s Community Foundation to replace many of the overgrown 

weigelas with more wild-life friendly bushes and shrubs, and will wait for better 

planting weather to put them in.  

Unfortunately this year, many of Wortley Hall’s rhododendrons were struck down 

by Sudden Oak Death, which is sweeping the country (Wentworth Stainborough 

was also affected). This is a notifiable disease and bio controls were put in place 

and the affected plants have to be dug up and burnt. Many of these bushes were 

some of the spectacular red and yellow varieties, leaving a large hole in the 

landscape. Hopefully this has stopped the problem. Also, the hot weather has 

seriously affected many of the ferns in the rockery, with newly planted ones dying. 

It has been a struggle for the Wortley gardening staff to keep the flower beds 

watered, as well as removing diseased plants and burning in situ (but not setting 

fire to the surroundings!) 

I would like to thank Stockbridge’s Valley In Bloom volunteers for their support. 

We will be doing more joint walks and garden visits with them in the coming 

season. Also, next year, we hope if possible to link up with the Penistone Garden 

Club, and join them on their garden visits. Our monthly programme is on page 1, 

with all talks at Wortley Hall at 7.30 pm. The extra activities will be announced at 

the talks and listed on the webpage. I look forward to a successful year with you 

all. 

Barry Tylee, Chair 

 Volunteer Gardening for the Hall gardens every Wednesday morning (0114 283 

0056 for details), from 9 am. To join Friends of Wortley Hall Gardens either call 

0114 288 2100 or 0114 283 0056 or e-mail barrytylee@btinternet.com 

Programme available at www.wortleyhall.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/FOWHG-

Newsletter-Aut-Win-2018.pdf 
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The Peace Walk is 
gradually being restored 

2018  Programme 

25th September – Initial Meeting/Social - Plant swop, quiz and refreshments  
16th October – Musical Gardens part 3 - Brian Robinson 
20th November –RAF Wortley (the little-known story of the first black US troops at 

Wortley Hall and the WW2 bomb storage along our roads) - Duncan Simpson 

18th December - Christmas Social and Quiz 
 
2019  Programme 

15th January - History of Radical Gardening - Barry Tylee 
19th February – Local Musical Journeys - Brian Robinson  
19th March -Walking the fields: Decoding field systems in the landscape- Geoff     
Higgs                       
16th April – Visit to Cannon Hall Gardens – Lynda Higgs 
21st May – Garden/Landscape Walk – Phil Buckley 
18th June – Visit To Springvale Community Garden – Pam Mcleod 
16th July – Tour of Wortley Hall Gardens – Barry Tylee 
 
Other events – We will have a ‘Friends’ stall at the Spring Fayre. 



Garden Visits 

BREEZY KNEES GARDENS, WARTILL, NEAR YORK 
 

These wonderful gardens were created by Colin Parker and his wife Marilyn on 20 
acres of bleak arable land east of York. They bought the land and started work in 

January 1998. All that was there were a row of oak trees and some hedging, so 

they set to work planting trees as shelter from the ever present wind – hence 
“ Breezy Knees”. This took 8 years, doing things a bit at a time, funding everything 

themselves. The result, 20 years later, is stunning. If you want to see it properly 
you need the best part of a day. 

 
 

You can visit between May and September and the gardens are designed so that 

there is always something to see. The themes include Peony and Day Lily gardens,   
dedicated areas for the months of May, June and September, the Cottage garden, 

Double border, Conifer and Lawned 
gardens, Pond and Shade garden and 

the Rose garden. There is even a 

topiary version of Stonehenge -     
“Stone-Hedge”, and an enormous 

cast-iron pair of wellie boots. 
Altogether there are over 6,000 

varieties of plants, trees and shrubs. 
Something for everyone! Loads of 

ideas for your own garden. 

 
I was impressed by their statement that they hardly ever have to water or do 

much weeding because all the beds are covered with membrane and bark.

  
Every plant looked healthy. All maintained by the equivalent of only two full time 

gardeners! I spoke to one gardener who said that the effort spent setting up the 

system was well worth it.  

 
Walking around surrounded by glorious colour is a day that you won't forget. Have 

a drink and a snack in the cafe and buy some plants in the nursery. They only 
stock plants that are growing in the gardens. 

 

The whole place is immaculately kept and well worth a visit. I recommend it. 
 

Pam Mcleod 
 

VISIT TO RHS HARLOW CARR 

On a sunny day in July, we went to Harlow Carr.  It was quite late when we got 

there but fairly quiet! At 5.00 pm we were wandering around the garden when the 

rain came!! We headed for the Alpine Greenhouse. Thunder, Lightning, and lots of 

rain!! It did the garden good though. Plenty of new things are happening at RHS 

Harlow Carr.  The old pub has gone and planning permission is going through for 

conversion to a Learning Resource Centre and Accommodation. 

Other changes are in evidence as you 

walk around.  The big pond has been 

replanted with trees and shrubs.  A new 

playground is also in progress. Because 

of the hot summer, and lack of 

water, a lot of the bedding plants had 

gone over and finished. The sweet peas 

were disappointing but 

sunflowers, poppies and marigolds 

were magnificent! We renewed our RHS membership simply to visit Harlow Carr 

whenever we wanted.  Every season is different and brilliant.  There are lots of 

other gardens to visit and they are all over the country. 

If you join as a new member you can pay for 9 months and have 12 months 

membership. 

Definitely a good day out whatever the time of year. 

Julie and Phil Buckley 

 


